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FROM THE CHAPLAIN’S DESK

Reflections

When you receive this it will be past the start of DST which started April 3.  Then in May the National Day of Prayer will be observed on the 5th followed by Mother’s Day on the 8th.  Then we celebrate a Day of Remembrance with Memorial Day on Monday, the 30th.  

As life progresses, we find we all have our on-going lives with on-going challenges.  Yet as members of the USSCVA, with our families and friends we look to much that we have shared and made a part of our lives.  In talking to many with illnesses or having lost a loved one, I find people of courage, and those who are learning and growing through Faith, Hope, and Love with concern for themselves, families and friends.  In like manner we are a part of a great Association.  

I just looked in my ship’s diary for 10 March 1951.  We were in Vallete, Malta the 10th through the 14th.  My entry read --- Bought lace, pillow covers, etc --- It was a neat place.  Wow!  An 18 year old finding a whole new outlook in life.  I’d been in London 30 days, then Turkey, Greece, Crete, and now Malta.  We didn’t pick where we wanted to go --- but we all went and served our Country as ordered.  Many of us don’t understand much of this.  May God continue to bless America.  May all that served and are serving this USA remember we followed many others after their service time and many more are serving.  May our prayers and thoughts continue with all the servicemen and women serving and the USSCVA shipmates, families and friends.  But never let us forget all the others who have served and gallantly gave their lives for this USA.  God be with you one and all.  

Chaplain’s Meditations


Scripture: Mark 9: 23, 24 (CEV - ABS)

Jesus Replied “why do say ‘if you can’?  Anything is possible for someone who has faith!”.  Right away the boy’s father shouted, “I do have faith!  Please help me to have even more.”  

-------------------------------

I recall a friend who had a son who was a lieutenant in the USMC in the Middle East battle.  This father, a good Christian man who was experiencing feelings as the father in the above scripture.  He needed courage when fear and adversity challenged his faith.  He reflected on the thoughts of raising his son from a toddler to the strong young man he was today.  He was frightened and concerned for the son’s safety, and those serving with him, and those struggling to be free.  Where is God in all of this?  The father’s fears began to make him lose his grip on faith.  He needed courage to face up to his lack of faith.  If he continues in fear it will tear him apart.  


Only God knows where these trials in humankind will lead.  Only God can give us comfort and peace and help us find courage through the scriptures and prayer and devotional time with Him.  “Our help comes from the Lord who made heaven and earth.”  (Psalm121-2)  

This father ended his letters “Semper Fi”.  We all know it means “Always Faithful”.  So, being faithful to God can give us the strength and courage to meet the challenges of difficult times.  May God’s richest blessing abide with all the USSCVA shipmates, families and friends.

Binnacle List
Since the last newsletter some of our shipmates have recovered.  Our prayers and thoughts remain with you all.  

Ike Stewart


5th Div. ’51 - ’55

Jerry S. Greenfield

S1 Div. ’47 - ’50

Taps Listings

Mrs. Louis (Murial) Schrader 
      R-Div. ‘51-’53

(Survived by Louis and family)

James H. Scott


      2nd Div.’50-’55

(Survived by Nancy and family)

Felix J. Crepeau Jr.

      N Div. ‘45-’46

(Survived by Clenora and family)

James J. Venezia

      7th Div. ‘48-’51

(Survived by Michael and family)

Stanley G. Bartoszek

      R Div. ‘50-’52

(Survived by MaryEllen and family)

John P. Houk


T Div. ‘52-53

(Survived by Margaret and family)

Chaplain Ronn W. Eiss, 10 Gosnell Road, Travelers Rest, SC 29690: Ph/Fax 864-895-5738
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