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11 March 2005
USS COLUMBUS (SSN 762) UPDATE
The first few months of 2005 have seen some sweeping changes onboard COLUMBUS. The crew and shipyard have been diligently working together to modernize the boat into the most advanced submarine platform in the world. From new communications systems and water distillation plants to a next-generation Reactor Control System - the first of its kind - the COLUMBUS is on its way to being in better shape than the day she was commissioned. 
The crew of COLUMBUS has been busy not only on the ship, but in the community as well. In December 2004, the crew helped to build a new home for a local family, and was featured on the January 10th episode of "Extreme Home Makeover". COLUMBUS performed magnificently and was praised as the most organized and successful project the show had ever done. Either at sea, in the yards, or on the home front, COLUMBUS continues to lead the way for the entire submarine fleet. GO COLUMBUS!! 
In February, COLUMBUS had a Change of Command during which we bid farewell and following seas to CDR Mike Ryan as he transferred to the Army War College for a year of strategic level education and we hailed CDR Chas Marquez as the 6th Commanding Officer of COLUMBUS. 


  

SEATTLE TRIP

Arriving in Seattle on Tuesday we were fortunate to meet with CDR RYAN (outgoing CO) and CDR MARQUEZ (incoming CO) for an hour or so over coffee and were pleasantly surprised to have CDR MARQUEZ phone his wife Sharron to meet us during coffee. Our president, Al and Diane Hope, arrived Wednesday as did John Grosvenor and were also able to meet and chat with CDRs RYAN & MARQUEZ. We were hosted at the hotel by CDR RYAN and his wife Reba who had a suite of rooms, which became a hospitality area for family, friends and COLUMBUS Veterans to meet, chat and just relax.  The COC was held indoors at the Naval Submarine Warfare Museum, very impressive but not 
the same as pier side in Hawaii with ships company and navy visitors in their dress whites. Both 
CDRs RYAN & MARQUEZ were very pleased at the Columbus Veterans turnout for the COC. Also 
present were Lanny and Gerry Flynn, Gerald & Pat Rowe and Jack & Frieda Taub. The reception 
enabled us to meet and speak with many of the officers, crew and guests.  Friday evening CDR RYAN had an informal get-to-gether at the CPO Club serving also as a birthday party for his wife Reba. It was then on to CDR MARQUEZ'S house where we spent another hour or so chatting with his family and friends.  Saturday, the Hopes and we were invited to have dinner out with the Ryans and their guests. Regina and I are certain that all present will agree the experience was most rewarding and enjoyable. With so many attending for the first time it can do nothing but further cement our relationship with the BOAT.     Alex Rudewicz





Al Hope received this note. 

Hi Allen, Were you aboard the Columbus when we did a west pac cruise in 64?  If so, do you remember being in the Gulf of Tonkin in Aug 64? I’m  trying to find someone who was there when we went to general quarters on the night of 2nd Aug. Please send me an email back when you can.
See Ya
Don Mays
 www.donvaledon.com

                   
FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Concerned about too many carbs in your diet?

For those of you who watch what you eat, here’s the final word on nutrition and health.  It’s a relief to know the truth after all those conflicting medical studies.

The Japanese eat very little fat and suffer fewer heart attacks than Americans.

The Mexicans eat a lot of fat and suffer fewer heart attacks than Americans.
The Chinese drink very little red wine and suffer fewer heart attacks than Americans.

The Italians drink excessive amounts of red wine and suffer fewer heart attacks than Americans.

The Germans drink a lot of beers and eat lots of sausages and fats and suffer fewer heart attacks than Americans.

CONCLUSION:  Eat and drink what you like.  

        Speaking English is apparently what kills you.

Thanks , Mike Kloczkowski
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