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Association Business cont.

HICKAM AWARD

Deadline for nominations for the Hickam Award is August 15, 2005.

Send nominations and resume to the president. 

Al Hope

3828 Hobson Road

Fort Wayne, IN 46815

Remember a current officer or director is not eligible while in office. This is highly confidential. The Hickam committee will not be chosen till the end of August. The president will then forward all nominations to the committee, and they will make the decision.


REUNION SITE 2007

A reunion site is needed for 2007.  If you have a city where you would like us to hold the reunion for 2007, get as much information as you can. I have received a request for Laughlin, Nevada, but we would like to have additional choices.  

We need a hotel big enough to accommodate about 100-150 rooms.  We also need to have a hospitality room to hold about 150, and a ships store and auction room.  These can be combined.

Most important, we need to be able to bring in our own beer and wine.

There are several other things to look for, but the items above are a good place to start.

Allen Hope has designed our own contract, so once we have decided on a location and a hotel, we will present them with our contract.  The only person who can sign the contract is the president.

There will no doubt be a lot of negotiations after the site and hotel is chosen.  It is sometimes a lengthy process, but is for the protection of our association.

A general Reunion Planning Guide (page 12) is enclosed in this newsletter to assist you if you need it.

Let the president know if you are going to present a site at the San Antonio reunion.  You will have about 10 minutes for your presentation.  At that time, you need to let us know if you will be the chairman, or if we need to find someone willing to take it.



Reunion Site 2008

A reunion site for 2008 should be presented at the San Antonio Reunion. Traditionally, we have had reunion sites for three years in advance.  This has been difficult to maintain but I would like to do this.  This helps to plan and get better rates at the hotels.   It takes a couple of years to get a hotel lined up that is willing to do things the way we want. When you choose to chair a reunion remember the site should be close because it takes several trips to line up the hotel, tour events and other activities.  Also, we try to rotate reunion sites from the East coast to Middle America to the West coast but we will consider any presentation. 

I will be happy to help anyone that is close to a site and is willing to make a few trips to the chosen city.  

PUBLIC RELATIONS

I need someone to act as our Public Relations Officer.  This person will be responsible for sending out articles advertising the association and the reunion to newspapers and Veteran organization magazines.  We have over 1200 newspaper and veteran organizations that we mail to already.  This person would also be responsible to get new advertising.  If you are interested, give me a call.

YOUR IDEAS

I would like your input to help improve the association. Let me know what you like/dislike and give me some ideas as to what you think we can do to make your association better. This is your association so together let's improve what we have and make it more attractive to new members and improve attendance at the reunions. 

Thanks, 

Al Hope 

President
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