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ASSOCIATION BUSINESS

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Wow! Here we are into the next newsletter.  How fast time flies! We will be making preparations to attend the reunion before long.  In fact, we should be thinking about making airline and hotel reservations for the fall reunion if they are not yet complete.  
I must apologize for the snafu with the last newsletter.  The newsletter was delivered to the post office in a timely manner but for some reason the post office did not post the newsletter for nearly a month. 

I want to give a very BIG thank you to Ballard Brown and Marie and Julius Kovacs.  Ballard has volunteered to be a Master-At-Arms as well as filling a Director position.  Julius and Marie have volunteered to be on the Hospitality committee.   I can keep them busy at the reunion.

Dianne and I attended the Change of Command for the USS Columbus SSN762 in February.  What a beautiful ceremony, with all the dress uniforms, hardware and tradition.  CMDR Ryan and his wife Reba provided a hospitality room where we could talk and meet their family and friends.  We attended receptions for both CMDR Ryan and CMDR Marquez after the COC. We also were invited to Reba’s birthday party on Saturday evening.  Several of the USS Columbus Veterans Association members attended the COC and it was almost like a mini reunion. Both commanders expressed a great appreciation for all that the USS Columbus Veterans Association has done for the ship, the crew members and their families.  This heart felt appreciation is for all the donations and coupons that have been given to the Family Support group over the years.  I thank you also, keep up the good work.

Ballard Brown sent an idea several months ago to obtain a flag that has flown over the USS Columbus and present it to the Alamo Group during the reunion.  I ask CMDR Marquez for a flag and he said, “No problem.”  Now, I have to get in touch with the Alamo Historical group and make arrangements for the presentation.

I’ve also been working on the permanent membership cards.  I have directed a local company to proceed with the cards.  They will be nearly identical as the paper cards but made of plastic, similar to a credit card but lighter in weight. They need to do artwork on the ship silhouettes.  I don’t have a time frame on completion because I don’t know how the artwork is going right now.  I’m hoping that sometime in April/May they will be delivered.  This has been a long-time project, but completion is in sight. 

The bunting has been installed around the table that holds the USS Columbus CA-74 model at the museum.   George mailed pictures of the completed model with the bunting.  It really looked great.  We will be proud of it.  

Until next time, Shipmates are forever.

Al Hope

President
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NOMINATION OF OFFICERS

If you would like to run for an office of the association, be sure to send in your letter of intent to the nominating committee. 

The only Directors up for election are 3-year term positions. The current 3-year directors will drop down to 2 year and the 2-year directors will drop down to 1-year directors.  All other officer positions are not open this year.

Please think about this and if you are willing to take on the task of helping run the association, please send your letter of intent to:

Chairman, Ronn Eiss
10 Gosnell Rd.

Travelers Rest, SC 29690-9306

Ph: 864-895-5738: two-rwe@juno.com
Carl Smeigh
200 2nd Ave. South #245

St. Petersburg, FL 33701

727-512-9729: cssmeigh@yahoo.com 

Barry Kriner
3133 Winsor Drive

Landisville, PA 17538

717-898-2505
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